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Michael Cherney
b. 1969 in New York, lives and works in Beijing
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Michael Cherney studied Chinese language and history at the State
University of New York at Binghamton, followed by graduate language
study at Beijing Language Institute. A self- taught photographer,
Cherney's formal studies, combined with his rigorous personal studies of
China's art historical past, have resulted in his abiding appreciation and
even reverence for China's rich history and painting tradition, particularly
landscape painting. His relationship with China has been deepened by his
residence in Beijing for well over two decades along with his extensive
travel throughout China, seeking out the specific sites that have historical
relevance to his work. He has described his art as a way “to look upon a
place imbued with a vast (sometimes daunting) accumulation of history
and cultural memory, and then to capture one instant, fleeting, tangible
moment of it with a photograph.”
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Collection

Metropolitan Museum of Art

Berkeley Art Museum / Pacific Film Archive

Cleveland Museum of Art

Getty Research Institute

Arthur M. Sackler Museum, Harvard University Art Museums
Kalamazoo Institute of Arts

Los Angeles County Museum of Art

Middlebury College Museum of Art

Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art

Peabody Essex Museum

Portland Art Museum

Princeton University Art Museum

Saint Louis Art Museum

Mandeville Special Collections Library, University of California at San Diego
Santa Barbara Museum of Art Wellin Museum of Art, Hamilton College
Wellin Museum of Art, Hamilton College

Yale University Art Gallery
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Selected Exhibitions

2018 From 2 Arises 3: The Collaborative Works of Arnold Chang and Michael
Cherney, Hong Kong University Museum and Art Gallery

2017  In the Realm of Trees, Saint Louis Art Museum, USA
Landscape Relativities: The Collaborative Works of Arnold Chang and Michael
Cherney, Crow Collection of Asian Art, Dallas, USA

2016 Conversations: Past and Present in Asia and America, Allen Memorial Art
Museum, Oberlin College, USA
Berkeley Eye: Perspectives from the Collection, Berkeley Art Museum / Pacific
Film Archive, USA
Archives of Contemporary Ink, Redtory Museum of Contemporary Art,
Guangzhou, China
Rhythms of Abstraction: The Collaborative Works of Arnold Chang and Michael
Cherney, Kalamazoo Institute of Arts, USA

2015 Landscape Duets: The Collaborative Works of Arnold Chang and Michael
Cherney, Cleveland Museum of Art, USA

2014 The Art of the Chinese Album, Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, USA
Among Stone and Mist: Chinese Landscape Photography by Michael Cherney,
Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, Kansas City, USA
From Two Arises Three: The Collaborative Works of Arnold Chang and Michael
Cherney, Asian Art Museum, San Francisco, USA
Shadow Lands: China through the Lens of Michael Cherney, Middlebury College
Museum of Art, Vermont, USA

2013 Faces and Facets, Princeton University Art Museum, New Jersey, USA

2009 Outside In: Chinese + American + Contemporary + Art, Princeton University Art
Museum, New Jersey, USA

2008 Dislocating the Center: Contemporary Chinese Art Beyond National Borders,
Emerson Gallery, Hamilton College, USA

2007 Journeys: Mapping the Earth and Mind in Chinese Art, Metropolitan Museum of
Art, New York, USA
Reboot: the third Chengdu Biennale, Chengdu, China



